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BLIN! 
 
Brought to you by Kino Klassika Foundation, BLIN! comedy classics from Russia and 
The Caucasus comes to cinemas around the UK in March 2021. 
 
BLIN! will preview in Ipswich in January and starts officially in London on 9 March 
2021. BLIN! will go on to tour across the UK in March and April 2021. 
 
BLIN! is made up of 7 films from Russia and The Caucasus and is a celebration of 
classic comedy from the region. 
 

OUTREACH 
 
We will support your screening/s by: 
 

- Contacting all relevant language schools, colleges and university courses to 
promote the screenings 

- Contacting all relevant community groups and/or individuals in those 
communities to promote the screenings 

 
PR SUPPORT 
 
We will support your screening/s by: 
 

- Writing a dedicated press release promoting the season at your venue 
- Sending the press release to local media if you would like us to or providing 

you with a list of local media contacts 
- Sending details of the season to local listings and What’s On publications, 

online and offline 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA SUPPORT 
 
We will support your screening/s by: 
 

- Providing £30 for your venue to use on Facebook / Instagram advertising or 
boosts 

- To access this, email jennifer@crystallised.co.uk  
- Providing social media assets for you to use across social media channels 
- Hashtag #ComedyBlin 
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SUGGESTED COPY 
 
123 words 
 
BLIN! Comedies from Russia, the Caucasus and Beyond.  
 
In partnership with Kino Klassika Foundation, we present BLIN! 
(‘Blin’ meaning ‘pancake’, or ‘damn!’ in Russian!) 
 
A selection of the funniest classic comedies which bring the much-needed charm and 
outright belly laughter of Russian humour to UK audiences for the first time. This 
curated season of film includes classic comedy capers, silent films with brand new 
original scores, Russian rom-coms, Georgian comedy-dramas, slapstick and 
charming humorous offerings from some of the best directors in the region and 
genre. 
 
Kino Klassika Foundation is the only organisation in the world dedicated to 
spotlighting cinema from Russia, the Caucasus and Central Asia. BLIN! continues 
their longstanding undertaking to showcase classic films from the region. 
 
225 words 
 
BLIN! Comedies from Russia, the Caucasus and Beyond 
 
In partnership with Kino Klassika Foundation, we present BLIN! 
(‘Blin’ meaning ‘pancake’, or ‘damn!’ in Russian!) 
 
A selection of the funniest classic comedies which bring the much-needed charm and 
outright belly laughter of Russian humour to UK audiences for the first time.  
 
This thoughtfully curated season of film showcases a rich array of humour and 
styles. We invite you to explore classic comedy capers, biting satire, silent films with 
brand new original scores, Russian rom-coms, Georgian comedy-dramas, slapstick 
and charming humorous offerings. You can expect to see offerings from some of the 
best directors in the region and genre, such as; Boris Barnet, Leonid Gaidai, Georgi 
Daniliya, Kira Muratova and Vasily Shukshin. 
 
It’s an easy mistake to think of Russian cinema as tragedy, drama and the 
occasional spy thriller, with BLIN! we celebrate the lighter side of the region’s film 
landscape and bring some much-needed light relief. And perhaps even the 
opportunity to try something new! Each film will be accompanied by specially 
commissioned programme notes and director or cast led introductions where 
possible. 
 
Kino Klassika Foundation is the only organisation in the world dedicated to 
spotlighting cinema from Russia, the Caucasus and Central Asia. BLIN! continues 
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their longstanding undertaking to showcase classic films from the region and to 
introduce UK audiences to directors and filmmakers. 

ASSETS 
 
Click here for all available film stills 
 
Click here for social media assets 
 
GLOSSARY OF FILMS 
 
GIRL WITH A HATBOX, Boris Barnet (1927)  
No trailer 
Still 
Barnet transcends mere political satire with this charming take on an age-old 
comedic trope: the contract marriage. Natasha is a milliner from a village outside of 
Moscow, and every day she travels to the capital to sell the hats she and her 
grandfather make. One day, en route to the city, she meets Ilya, and soon realises 
he has no home, like many after the revolution, to go back to. This whimsical caper 
celebrates the triumph of youthful sincerity over greed and dishonesty. 
 
I WALK AROUND MOSCOW, Georgiy Daniliya (1964)  
Trailer 
Still 
Nominated for the Palme D’or at Cannes and shot by Vadim Yusov (known for his 
collaborations with Tarkovsky), Daniliya’s beloved Soviet comedy follows Volodya, an 
aspiring writer from Siberia who has been invited to Moscow to discuss his work. 
What follows from the film’s famous first exchange in Moscow airport is a lyrical 
masterpiece, an eternal image of Moscow from “one of Russia’s best urban 
directors.” 
 
THE DIAMOND ARM, Leonid Gaidai (1969) 
Trailer 
Still 
Touted as “the most beloved Russian comedy,” this chaotic cult classic lands its 
characters in the most absurd, hilarious situations possible. Side-splittingly funny 
from start to finish, it follows Semyon Gorbunkov, “the ordinary Soviet citizen,” who 
finds himself caught up in an international jewel smuggling conspiracy on a cruise 
ship. One of the all-time leaders at the Soviet box office, it actually drew inspiration 
from a real-life news story about a group of Swiss smugglers who transported jewels 
in a plaster cast. 
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PECHKI-LAVOCHKI, Vasily Shukshin (1972) 
No trailer 
Still 
The Soviet Union’s answer to Steve McQueen delivers probably his most arresting 
film in this story of a Siberian tractor driver and his wife who travel to the South for 
the first time. The rural couple collide with various urban archetypes, including a 
linguistics professor and a con artist, but beyond these humorous interactions lingers 
a quiet melancholy, a fitting cross-section of life in the USSR and the struggle for 
belonging. 
 
AUTUMN MARATHON, Georgiy Daniliya (1979) 
Trailer 
Still 
This quintessentially Russian comedy is, of course, a sad comedy. Though solemn as 
it may be, it’s the tragic inevitability of the protagonist’s fate – set against the 
backdrop of an impassive Leningrad – that can only make you laugh (albeit 
despairingly). Autumn Marathon follows the exploits of literary translator, Andrey, 
who cannot seem to choose between his wife and mistress, or indeed decide on 
anything that life throws at him. Caught in the grip of his own suffering and deceit, 
he can only run aimlessly in circles. 
 
BLUE MOUNTAINS, Eldar Shengelaia (1983) 
Trailer 
Still 
This deft satire of Soviet bureaucracy follows Soso, an aspiring novelist looking to 
publish his latest manuscript. It soon becomes apparent, however, that the 
publishing house is staffed by a host of oblivious employees interested in everything 
but his novel. As his frustration mounts, the film seamlessly sails towards itself 
devastating final image, a darkly comic indictment of a system literally crumbling 
before their eyes. 
 
THREE STORIES, Kira Muratova (1997) 
Trailer 
Still 
Muratova pulls us into her fathomless universe for 105 minutes in these three 
distinct fragments. At once darkly funny and quietly sad, each story could be shown 
in its own right, though they all start from the same premise: how those seemingly 
incapable murder become killers.  
 
PARTICIPATING VENUES 
 
Ciné Lumière, London, website. Watershed, Bristol, website. HOME, Manchester, 
website. Broadway, Nottingham, website. Showroom, Sheffield, website. Ipswich 
Film Theatre, Ipswich website 
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PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITY TIMELINE 
 
Month Activity 
  
January Kino Klassika Foundation press release announcing the 

season 
  
 Inclusion of BLIN! season on your cinema website, so 

that there is relevant content when the press release is 
sent out (even if you haven’t got the films on sale yet) 

  
February Listings sites, what’s on guides and local media in your 

area contacted to share news that BLIN! is touring 
your town/city 

  
 Social media ad campaign funding available to 

participating cinemas 
  
March Tour in progress 
  
 Social media ad campaign funding available to 

participating venues 
  
 Audience feedback surveys online 
  
April Tour in progress 
  
 Social media ad campaign funding available to 

participating venues 
  
 Audience feedback surveys online 

 
CONTACTS 
 
Programming, films, logistics, DCPs 
Talitha Piggott, Kino Klassika Foundation, talitha@kinoklassikafoundation.org   
 
Marketing, PR, social media support or questions 
Jennifer O’Neill, Kino Klassika Foundation marketing agency (Crystallised) 
jennifer@crystallised.co.uk 


